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(Climate change in the Fertile Crescent and implications of the recent Syrian drought)
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mENRAAGFEBREDOHR—E (1./3)

Jurisdiction Objective Plaintiff/ Investigator | Defendant/ Respondent | Outcome/ Progress Future Replicability
Legal Actions Against Companies
Philippines Philippines Determination as to Philippines civil society | Investor-owned Carbon | Philippines’ Ongoing investigation Highly replicable. The
investigation whether investor- organisations and Majors Commission on Human | may include public majority of
owned Carbon Majors | individuals / Rights announced inquiry during 2016 jurisdictions have
have violated rights of investigation in and perhaps beyond national human rights
Filipinos Philippines’ December 2015 institutions.
Commission on Human
Rights
Sl Ludano Uiuya v Germany Obtain US$21,000 for Saul Luciano Uiuya, a RWE, a German utility Commenced in Ongoing Highly replicable in EU
RWE costs associated with Peruvian farmer company and a Carbon German court jurisdictions,
glacial lake flooding Major Replicable in other
jurisdictions that allow
transnational litigation
(e.g. US, Australia and
Canada).
Claimants could also
seek damages in local
courts (e.g. Brazil,
Colombia and Mexico).
American Bectric us To seek an order US states and others Electric power Dismissed on the basis | N/A Replicable in other
Power Qv requiring power companies that the Clean Air Act jurisdictions and has
CQonnecticut 131S. Ct. companies to reduce displaces the federal clearly inspired other
2527 (2011) emissions common law public cases (e.g. case against
nuisance claim RWE).
Native Village of us To obtain damages of Kivalina, a Native 0il, coal and power Dismissed on the basis | N/A Replicable in other
Kivalina v ExconMobil US$400,000 to Alaskan village companies including that the Clean Air Act jurisdictions and has
Qxrp696F. 3d 849 (@" relocate Native ExxonMobil, BP, displaces the federal clearly inspired other
Cir. 2012) Alaskan village Chevron and Shell common law public cases (e.g. case against
nuisance claim RWE).
US state governments | US To determine whether | US state governments ExxonMobil and other Ongoing Ongoing Replicable across the
investigation ExxonMobil and others oil companies world. Additionally,
have violated laws many jurisdictions
relating to fraud and have laws that address
deception organised crime that
might apply (e.g.
China, Italy, Hong
Kong, Canada, New
Zealand and Australia).

CJ

CLIMATE JUSTICE

LEVY PROJECT
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mENRAAFHEBREDHR—E (2/3)

Jurisdiction Objective Plaintiff/ Investigator | Defendant/ Respondent | Outcome/ Progress Future Replicability
Legal Actions Against Governments
Urgenda Foundation v | Netherlands Court order for the Urgenda Foundation (a | Dutch government Court found Dutch Decision appealed by Highly replicable in
Kingdom of the Dutch government to non-profit government breached | Dutch government civil law jurisdictions
Netherlands[2015]) take actual measures organisation) and 900 obligations to protect (e.g. Botswana,
to reduce greenhouse | Dutch citizens the climate and Indonesia and South
gas emissions at a level ordered the Dutch Africa). The case has
necessary to fulfil the government to meet already been
government’s its duty of care by replicated by a case
affirmative obligations reducing Dutch filed in Belgium.
emissions
Ashgar Leghari v Pakistan To order the Pakistani | Ashgar Leghari, a Pakistani government Court found that Ongoing reporting to Replicable in
Federation of Pakistan government to Pakistani farmer inaction by the the court by Pakistani | jurisdictions with
(2015) implement the Pakistani government government and the constitutional or
government's existing breached fundamental | Climate Change human rights (e.g.
national climate rights. Court Commission on India, Ireland, South
change policy established a Climate progress. Africa, Brazil,
Change Commission Colombia, Ecuador,
and retained Kenya and Mexico).
jurisdiction to ensure
implementation of
Pakistan’s existing
climate change policy,
which includes
significant expansion
of coal in the Thar
region.
VW Kimaatzaak v Belgium Court order for the Klimaatzaak (a non- Belgian government Filed Hearing expected in Highly replicable in
Kingdom of Belgium Belgian government to | profit organisation) late 2016. civil law jurisdictions
do more on climate and 9,000 Belgian (e.g. Botswana,
change citizens Indonesia and South
Africa). The case seeks
to replicate the
Urgenda case.
Foster v Washington Washington (US) Order the state Zoe and Stella Foster, Washington State authority N/A Highly replicable in
Department of Ecology authority to with other youth Department of Ecology | ordered to draft jurisdictions that
commence a climate rule and to recognise
rulemaking process make constitutional and
establishing emission recommendations to public trust rights and
state legislature obligations. The case

CLIMATE JUSTICE
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mENRAAFHEBREDHR—E (3/3)

Jurisdiction Objective Plaintiff/ Investigator | Defendant/ Respondent | Outcome/ Progress Future Replicability
Legal Actions Against Governments
reductions consistent has recently been
with current science replicated in Pakistan.
Kelsey Mliana et al v us Nationwide U.S. Kelsey Juliana and US government and Motions to dismiss Review of decision to Highly replicable in
The United Qates of science-based Climate | other youth; Dr, President and multiple denied in full deny motion to jurisdictions that
America; Barack Recovery Plan to Hansen for future US agencies; dismiss recognise
Qbama substantially reduce generations constitutional and
U.S. fossil fuel Fossil fuel industry public trust rights and
consumption and trade groups have obligations, or where
emissions to bring Joined as intervenor- government has a
atmospheric carbon defendants corresponding duty to
dioxide concentrations act to prevent harm to
to below 350 ppm by citizens, The case has
the year 2100 recently been
replicated in Pakistan,
FRabab Ali v Federation | Pakistan Order for greater Rabab Ali, a child Pakistani government Filed in April 2016 Ongoing Highly replicable in
of Pakistan and mitigation action by and Province of Sindh jurisdictions that
FArovince of Sndh Pakistani government recognise the public
to protect youth rights trust doctrine and/or
and stop coal have constitutional
development in Thar rights. The case seeks
region to replicate cases
brought by young
people in the US.
Sarah Thomson v New Zealand Order that the Sarah Thomson, a law Minister for Climate Filed in November Ongoing There are many
Minister for Qimate Minister for Climate graduate Change Issues, New 2015 opportunities for
hange Issues Change Issues has Zealand citizens to bring cases
failed his ministerial against their
duties by not setting governments for not
science-based setting science-based
emissions targets emissions targets.
Immigration Cases
Inre: AD (Tuvalu) New Zealand To secure immigration | Family from Tuvalu New Zealand Immigration permits N/A Replicable in many
[2014] permits government were granted on a countries where
humanitarian basis immigration permits
are permitted on a
humanitarian basis.

CLIMATE JUSTICE

‘ LEVY PROJECT
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